
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES5280 June 4, 1997
of one lone Chinese individual—Wang
Weilin—confronting a column of 18
PLA tanks is both a tribute to the
courage of the Chinese people and a fit-
ting emblem for a regime that believes
it can crush ideas with 120 millimeter
guns and hold back the tide of history
with bayonets.

I am sorry to say that since 1989,
China has continued to silence dissent.
So much so that the State Department
reported this year that by 1996, ‘‘all
public dissent against the party and
government was effectively silenced by
intimidation, exile, the imposition of
prison terms, administrative detention,
or house arrest. No dissidents were
known to be active at year’s end.’’

On this occasion, let us honor the
memory of those who were slain and
reiterate our solidarity with Chinese
dissidents imprisoned by their govern-
ment.∑
f

WE THE PEOPLE . . . THE CITI-
ZENS AND THE CONSTITUTION
COMPETITION

∑ Mr. CLELAND. Mr. President, I rise
today to recognize the following stu-
dents of Dunwoody High School in
Dunwoody, GA, and their teacher for
their excellent performance in the We
the People . . . The Citizens and the
Constitution: Deno Adkins, Leslie
Alterman, Chuck Askew, Querida Bris-
bane, John Brown, Alice Bui, Kevin
Campbell, Carrie Chu, Jeff
Guggenheim, Susie Ham, Adam
Hassler, Judy Hong, Michael Landis,
Rachel Moore, Regan O’Boyle, Youn
Park, Kim Pham, Ahmer Siddiq, David
Stewart, Adam Tate, Brad Thomas,
David Tran, Christin Voytko, Morhan
Willis, Brent Wolkin, and teacher Ce-
leste Boemker. I would also like to rec-
ognize the efforts of the State coordi-
nator, Michele Collins and district co-
ordinator, John Carr, who helped these
students make it to the finals.

This bright young group of students
competed against 50 other classes from
around the Nation, testing their
knowledge of the U.S. Constitution and
our Government. They spent hours
roleplaying and testing to prepare
themselves for this competition. This
3-day program simulates a congres-
sional hearing in which students’ pres-
entations are judged on the basis of
their knowledge of constitutional prin-
ciples and their ability to apply them
to historical and contemporary issues.

Mr. President, it is with great pride
that I offer my congratulations to
these students from Dunwoody High
School for their outstanding perform-
ance at the We the People competition,
and wish them continuing success with
their future studies.∑
f

INDONESIAN ELECTIONS

∑ Mr. FEINGOLD. Mr. President, I rise
today to draw the Senate’s attention
to the parliamentary elections that
took place in Indonesia last Thursday,
May 29.

Actually, it does not seem accurate
to call this event an election since the
polling was conducted amid worsening
political repression and human rights
abuses by the Indonesian Government.
As in past elections, all candidates
were prescreened and new political par-
ties banned. Individuals who posed
even the slightest challenge to Presi-
dent Suharto’s power were not allowed
to participate. We cannot mistake this
process for a real election. Rather, it
was a pitiful example of a brutal au-
thoritarian Government attempting to
masquerade as a democracy.

Clearly many in Indonesia are angry
about not having a voice. This latest
election was the most violent in 30
years. Rampant corruption among In-
donesia’s ruling elite and continued
high unemployment have created a
deep vein of discontent. Yet Indo-
nesians are given no choice other than
Suharto, who already has ruled Indo-
nesia for more than three decades.

Mr. President, the human rights situ-
ation in Indonesia remains as bad as
ever. Five demonstrators were killed
by troops last July after the Govern-
ment engineered an attack on the of-
fice of an opposition party. In addition
to the 5 dead, 23 protestors are still
missing. Also last summer, labor leader
Muchtar Pakpahan was arrested on
trumped-up sedition charges. Mr.
Pakpahan’s only crime was to demand
democracy, respect for human rights,
and decent labor conditions.

The State Department’s 1996 human
rights report indicates that prisoners
like Mr. Pakpahan frequently die at
the hands of their interrogators. The
report states that Indonesian ‘‘security
forces continue to employ torture and
other forms of mistreatment, particu-
larly in regions where there were ac-
tive security concerns, such as Irian
Jaya, and East Timor. Police often re-
sort to physical abuse, even in minor
incidents.’’

Indeed, the human rights situation in
East Timor continues to be a matter of
great concern. Since last Tuesday, as
many as 41 people—both East Timorese
citizens and Indonesian soldiers—have
died in election-related violence. Un-
fortunately, such killings are a part of
daily life in East Timor. Human rights
monitors estimate that as many as
200,000 East Timorese have died under
the Indonesian regime. Two hundred
thousand. That represents a full third
of East Timor’s population before Indo-
nesia invaded the former Portuguese
colony back in 1975.

On the day before Indonesia’s elec-
tion, East Timorese activist and co-
winner of the 1996 Nobel Peace Prize
Jose Ramos-Horta visited Washington.
Mr. Ramos-Horta carried with him
graphic evidence of human rights
abuses that have occurred in East
Timor in the last few months, evidence
that includes disturbing photographs of
Indonesian military officers torturing
East Timorese detainees with electric
shocks and lit cigarettes.

In his statement on the elections,
Mr. Ramos-Horta notes that the unrest

in East Timor is now spreading into In-
donesia as people grow more frustrated
with the existing political system. Ac-
cording to Mr. Ramos-Horta ‘‘a spiral
of violence can be anticipated for Indo-
nesia from now on as dissent grows. It
will be met with the customary repres-
sion by the military-backed regime,
now increasingly desperate as its grip
on power begins to slip, leading to an
extended period of instability, disrup-
tion to peace and much human suffer-
ing.’’

I agree that the violence in Indonesia
will only subside after President
Suharto initiates real democratic
change and, for example, allows all
parties to compete equally in the polit-
ical process.

However, like their counterparts in
China, Indonesian authorities try to
argue that greater democracy will lead
to instability which in turn will im-
pede economic development. I fun-
damentally reject this idea. Clearly,
with so many Indonesians venting
their anger against the present regime,
the problem is not too much democ-
racy, but too little. Just because Presi-
dent Suharto’s government has boosted
economic growth does not mean it has
the right to murder and torture Indo-
nesians and East Timorese.

Mr. President, the events of last
week only further my discomfort re-
garding United States policy in Indo-
nesia. As you know, the United States
has supplied Indonesia with military
training and weapons. Rather than aid
Indonesia’s military, we should encour-
age the democratic forces within Indo-
nesian society. As a world leader with
great influence in Jakarta, the United
States should work to convince Indo-
nesia’s leaders that holding real elec-
tions, the kind that give people a true
say in how they are governed, is a sign
of national strength, not weakness. ∑

f

TRIBUTE TO ISADOR LOUIS
KUNIAN

∑ Mr. CLELAND. Mr. President, I rise
today to honor Isador Louis Kunian, a
long-time friend who passed away on
March 5, 1997. Born in Atlanta, GA as
Isador Louis Kunianski, he shortened
his last name, but everyone who knew
him called him Sonny. We are honoring
Sonny not only because he was success-
ful, but because he used the fruits of
his success to help others. One of Son-
ny’s greatest personal drives was to
help people who wanted to help them-
selves. His participation in the edu-
cation of hundreds of persons will pro-
vide a legacy to Sonny. In Sonny’s own
words, ‘‘Providing for a person’s edu-
cation is the greatest investment that
I have ever made.’’

In 1980, he established the Mildred
and I.L. Kunian Scholarship Fund at
Georgia Tech that has helped more
than a hundred students pay their col-
lege bills. In addition, he founded the
Georgia Tech Satellite Literacy Pro-
gram, which broadcasts, via satellite
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